5 

The  finding  of  Moses. 


Exodus  ii.  1. 


Moses  was  the  son  of  Amram  and  Jochebed,  of  the 
tribe  of  Levi,  and  was  born  in  Egypt.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  decree  of  Pharaoh  for  putting  the 
male  children  of  the  Hebrews  to  death,  his  mother 
seeing  that  he  was  a  goodly  child,  hid  him  three 
months.  At  length  when  she  could  no  longer  hide 
him,  she  made  for  him  with  her  own  hands  a  little 
eradle  of  bulrushes,  which  she  daubed  with  slime 
and  pitch  to  keep  out  the  water,  and  having  put 
the  child  into  it,  she  laid  it  among  the  flags  by  the 
edge  of  the  river  Nile.  She  then  left  his  sister  at 
a  little  distance  from  the  spot  to  watch  the  cradle. 
A  short  time  after  Jochebed  had  left  her  child,  the 
daughter  of  Pharaoh  came  down  to  bathe  herself  in 
the  river,  and  when  she  saw  the  little  ark,  she  sent 
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her  maid  to  fetch  it.  And  when  she  opened  it,  she 
saw  the  child,  -and  behold  the  child  wept.  And  she 
had  compassion  on  him,  and  said,  "  This  is  one  of 
the  -Hebrew's  children. "  And  the  sister  of  the  child, 
who  had  seen  all  that  had  passed,  came  to  the 
princess,  and  said  to  her,  6 6  Shall  I  go  and  call  thee 
a  nurse  of  the  Hebrew  women,  that  she  may  nurse 
the  child  for  thee  ?"  And  Pharaoh's  daughter  said 
to  her,  "  Go  : "  and  the  maid  went  and  called  the 
child's  mother.  And  the  woman  took  the  child  and 
nursed  it.  And  we  read  that  the  child  grew  under 
the  tender  care  of  his  mother,  and  that  she  took  him 
when  he  was  old  enough  unto  Pharaoh's  daughter, 
who  brought  him  up  a-  her  own  son.  And  sha 
called  his  name  Moses,  which,  in  the  Egyptian 
tongue,  means  one  saved  out  of  the  water. 

As  the  son  of  Pharaoh's  daughter,  Moses  was 
educated  in  a  magnificent  and  princely  manner,  yet 
Moses  did  not  forget  his  own  people,  or  his  father's 
house.  In  his  visits  to  his  own  people,  Moses  saw 
and  pitied  the  miseries  which  they  had  to  bear  from 
the  cruelty  of  King  Pharaoh.  He  saw  their  suffer- 
ings, and  could  no  longer  be  happy  in  the  court  of 
Egypt,  among  the  enemies  of  his  people  and  of  their 
religion.  His  faith  made  him  more  proud  of  the 
name  of  Israelite  then  he  had  ever  been  of  being 
called  the  adopted  son  of  King  Pharaoh's  daughter. 
Once  more  among  his  own  people,  he  found  it  very 
difficult  to  see  with  patience  all  that  they  had  to 
bear;  and  on  one  occasion  we  i*ead  that  he  saved 
a  Hebrew  from  the  hand  of  an  Egyptian  who  was 
smiting  him,  and  slew  the  Egyptian.  When  Pharaoh 
heard  this  thing,  he  sought  to  slay  Moses.  And 
Moses  fled  from  the  face  of  Pharaoh,  and  dwelt  in  the 
land  of  Midian,  and  lived  several  years  with  Jethro, 
who  gave  him  one  of  his  daughters  for  his  wife. 
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The  burning  Bush. 


Exodus  iii.  1. 


One  day,  when  Moses  was  keeping  the  flock  of 
his  father-in-law,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared 
unto  him  in  a  flame  of  fire,  out  of  the  midst  of  a 
bush.  "  And  Moses  said,  I  will  now  turn  aside, 
and  see  this  great  sight,  why  the  bush  is  not  burnt." 
Then  God  called  unto  him  out  of  the  midst  of  the 
bush,  and  said,  draw  not  nigh  hither  :  put  off  thy 
shoes  from  off  thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  thou 
standest  is  holy  ground.  And  the  Lord  commis- 
sioned him  to  deliver  his  people  Israel.  But  Mose^ 
was  afraid  when  he  heard  what  God  commanded 
him  to  do  ;  because  he  thought  himself  unworthy 
of  such  an  office,  and  unfit  for  it.  But  it  pleased 
God  to  assure  him,  that  he  would  be  with  him, 
to  guide  and  protect  him. 
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The  Plagues  of  Egypt. 


Exodus  viii.  L 
Now  Moses  and  Aaron  went  as  the  Lord  com- 
manded them,  and  told  the  people  all  that  the  Lord 
had  spoken  unto  Moses,  and  did  wonders  before 
them.  And  Moses  and  Aaron  went  in  and  said  to 
King  Pharaoh,  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
4  Let  my  people  go,  that  they  may  hold  a  feast  unto 
me  in  the  wilderness.'  "  And  Pharaoh  said,  "  Who 
is  the  Lord  that  I  should  obey  his  voice  to  let  Israel 
go  ?  I  know  not  the  Lord,  neither  will  I  let  Israel 
go."  And  from  that  day  Pharaoh  made  the  children 
of  Israel  work  harder  than  they  had  ever  done 
before,  desiring  that  they  might  no  longer  have 
straw  given  them  to  make  their  bricks  of,  but  that 
they  should  from  that  time  be  obliged  to  find  their 
own  straw,  and  at  the  same  time  get  done  as  much 
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work  as  they  did  when  they  had  straw  given  them. 
Then  when  God  saw  the  hardness  of  Pharaoh's 
heart,  he  commanded  Moses  to  go  to  Pharaoh  in 
the  morning,  when  he  took  his  walk  by  the  river, 
and  to  take  his  rod  in  his  hand,  and  to  smite  the 
waters  of  the  river  before  him,  which  should  all  be 
turned  into  blood.  And  the  fish  that  were  in  the 
river  died,  and  the  river  stank,  and  the  Egyptians 
could  not  drink  of  the  water  of  the  river ;  and  there 
was  blood  throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt.  Seven 
days  did  this  sad  change  in  the  waters  last ;  but 
still  Pharaoh  would  not  listen  to  the  voice  of  Moses 
and  Aaron.  Then  God  told  Moses  io  stretch  forth 
his  hand  over  the  river,  and  over  all  the  waters, 
and  to  bring  frogs  over  all  his  people  :  and  Moses 
did  so;  and  frogs  came  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt, 
as  the  Lord  said.  Then  Pharaoh  sent  for  Moses  and 
Aaron,  and  said,  "  Entreat  the  Lord,  that  he  may 
take  away  the  frogs  from  me,  and  from  my  people ; 
and  I  will  let  the  people  go,  that  they  may  so 
sacrifice  unto  the  Lord."  But  no  sooner  did  the 
Lord  hear  the  voice  of  Moses,  and  take  away  this 
evil  from  Pharaoh  and  his  people,  than  the  king 
forgot  what  he  had  suffered,  and  would  not  let 
the  Israelites  go.  Great  and  dreadful  were  the 
plagues  that  the  Lord  brought  upon  the  land  of 
Egypt  before  the  King  would  let  the  children  of 
Israel  go.  At  one  time,  he  covered  the  whole  land, 
both  man  and  beast,  with  the  most  disgusting 
kind  of  insects — at  another,  he  sent  grievous 
swarms  of  flies  to  torment  them — now,  he  sent 
mighty  hails,  and  thunderings,  and  rains  upon 
the  land,  which  were  exceeding  terrible,  filling 
the  hearts  of  the  people  with  fear — then,  he 
destroyed  all  the  first-born  of  the  land,  both  man 
and  beast. 
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The  Passover, 


Exodus  xii.  3. 


On  the  evening  before  the  Passover  God  command- 
ed that  every  family  of  Israel  should  slay  a  lamb,  and 
sprinkle  the  door-posts  before  the  houses  with  the 
blood  of  the  lamb  ;  that  so,  when  the  angel  of  tb<~ 
Lord  came  down  to  destroy  the  first-born  of  Egypv. 
lie. might  know  the  houses  of  Israel  from  those  ot 
Egypt,  and  pass  over  them,  and  save  those  that 
dwelt  in  them  from  death.  This  lamb  was  to  bo 
called  the  Passover,  because  God  should  pass  over 
those  houses  whose  doors  were  sprinkled  with  its 
blood.  This  was  the  last  supper  which  the  children 
of  Israel  were  ever  to  eat  in  Egypt,  even  the  feast 
of  the  Passover.  They  kept  up  this  feast  every 
year,  in  order  that  they  might  remember  the  night 
when  the  Lord  smote  the  Egyptians. 


We  now  see  the  children  of  Isijai$  delivered  by 
the  almighty  power  of  God  from  Egypt  and  from 
Pharaoh,  travelling  towards  the  laud'that  God  had 
promised  to  their  fathers.  The  Lord  went  before 
them  by  day  in  a  pillar  of  a  cloud,  to  lead:  them 
the  way,  and  by  night  in  a  pillar  of  fire,  to  give 
them  light.  When  they  had  thus  got  as  far  as 
Pi-hahiroth,  which  borders  on  the  Red  Sea, 
they  lifted  up  their  eyes,  and  behold  the  Egyptians 
marched  after  them.  So  hardened  was  king  Phar- 
aoh's heart,  that  scarcely  had  the  Israelites  gone  out 
of  Egypt  before  he  was  sorry  that  he  had  let  them 
go.  And  he  took  six  hmdred  chosen  chariots,  and 
all  the  chariots  of  Egypt  md  captains  over  every 
one  of  them,  and  passed  after  the  children  of  Israel, 
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and  overtook  them  by  the  sea,  beside  Pi-hahiroth. 
Then  the  children  of  Israel  were  sore  afraid,  and 
cried  unto  the  Lord,  The  Red  Sea  before  them,  the 
Egyptians  behind,  they  saw  no  hope  of  safety  ;  and 
they  were  full  of  anger  against  Moses,  for  having 
brought  them  out  of  Egypt.  But  the  Lord  said 
unto  Moses,  "  Lift  up  thy  rod,  and  stretch  out  thine 
hand  over  the  sea,  and  divide  it ;  and  the  children 
of  Israel  shall  go  on  dry  ground  through  the  midst 
of  the  sea."  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  which 
went  before  the  camp  of  Israel,  removed  and  went 
behind  them,  and  came  between  the  camp  of  the 
Egyptians  and  the  camp  of  Israel ;  so  that  the  one 
/ame  not  near  the  other  all  the  night.  And  Moses 
stretched  out  his  hand  over  the  sea,  and  the  Lord 
caused  the  sea  to  go  back  by  a  strong  east  wind  all 
that  night,  and  made  the  sea  dry  land,  and  the  waters 
were  divided.  But  that  foolish  and  wicked  man 
Pharaoh,  still  set  himself  against  God,  and  madly 
pursued  the  Israelites  into  the  midst  of  the  sea. 
But  so  soon  as  the  Israelites  had  passed  over  on  dry 
land,  and  safely  reached  the  shore,  the  Lord  said 
unto  Moses,  "  Stretch  out  thine  hand  over  the  sea, 
that  the  waters  may  come  again  upon  the  Egyptians, 
upon  their  chariots,  and  upon  their  horsemen." 
And  Moses  stretched  forth  his  hand  over  the  sea, 
and  the  sea  returned  to  his  strength  when  the 
morning  appeared,  and  the  Egyptians  fled  against 
it ;  but  the  Lord  overthrew  them  in  the  midst  of 
the  sea,  and  the  waters  returned,  and  covered  the 
chariots  and  the  horsemen,  and  all  the  host  of 
Pharaoh  that  came  into  the  sea  after  them  ;  there 
remained  not  so  much  as  one  of  them :  and  Israel 
saw  their  dead  bodies  upon  the  sea  shore.  Thus 
the  Lord  saved  Israel  that  day  out  of  the  hand  of 
the  Egyptian* 


Israel  fed  from  Heaven, 


Exodus  xvi.  1. 


We  read  in  the  Bible,  that  after  they  had  crossed 
the  Eed  Sea,  they  came  into  the  wilderness  of  Chur. 
While  travelling  onwards  through  the  wilderness  of 
Sin  they  suffered  from  hunger,  and  murmered  against 
Moses  and  Aaron.  But  again  God  heard  their  cries, 
and  sent  them  bread  from  heaven  to  eat.  The 
Lord  said  unto  Moses,  4  4  Behold  I  will  rain  bread 
from  heaven  for  you  ;  and  the  people  shall  go  out 
and  gather  a  certain  rate  every  day — at  even  ye 
shall  eat  flesh,  and  in  the  morning  ye  shall  be  filled 
with  bread."  And  in  the  morning  there  lay  a  small 
round  thing,  as  small  as  the  hoar-frost,  on  the  ground. 
And  when  the  children  of  Israel  saw  it,  they  said  one 
to  another,  "  It  is  manna."  And  Moses  said,  "  This 
is  the  bread  whioh  the  Lord  hath  given  you  to  eat." 


Exodus  xvii.  1. 


We  now  find  the  children  of  Israel  travelling, 
from  the  wilderness  of  Sin,  and,  according  to  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord,  pitching  their  camp 
at  Kephidim.  There  being  no  water  here,  wo 
find  those  stubborn  and  rebellious  people,  saying 
unto  Moses,  •*  Give  us  water  that  we  may  drink  ; 
wherefore  is  this  that  thou  hast  brought  us  trp  out  of 
Egypt,  to  kill  us,  and  our  children,  and  our  cattle, 
with  thirst?"  The  Lord  had  shewed  them  signs 
and  mighty  wonders  in  the  land  of  Egypt — he  had 
delivered  their  children  from  the  sword  of  the  de- 
stroying angel,  when  all  around  them  was  anguish 
and  dismay— he  heard  them  when  they  cried  and 
groaned  under  the  lash  of  the  oppressor,  amid  the 
brick-kilns  of  Egypt,  and  emancipated  them  from 
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the  same — he  opened  a  passage  for  them  in  the 
mighty  waters  at  the  Red  Sea,  when  ahout  to  fall 
a  prey  to  the  rage  and  fury  of  Pharaoh  king  of 
Egypt — moreover,  he  had  given  them  bread  to  eat 
in  the  wilderness  when  they  hungered  for  the  same  ; 
and  was  still  able  to  give  them  what  they  now 
desired.  But  they,  instead  of  praying  to  the  Lord 
that  he  would  once  more  condescend  to  look  down 
with  compassion  upon  them,  and  grant  them  their 
request,  reproached,  and  murmured  against  Moses, 
the  servant  of  the  Lord.  And  Moses  said  unto 
them,  41  Why  chide  ye  with  me?  wherefore  do 
ye  tempt  the  Lord  ?V  Moses  tired  of  their  com- 
plaints and  discontent,  felt  that  he  could  do 
nothing  with  the  people  under  his  care ;  but 
knew  that  the  Lord  could  either  quench  there 
thirst,  or  put  a  stop  to  their  rage.  He,  there- 
ifore,  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  "  What 
|  shall  I  do  unto  this  people  ?  they  be  almost  ready 
to  stone  me,"  Nor  did  he  cry  in  vain,  for  the 
I  Lord  said  unto  him,  "  Go  on  before  the  people,  and 
take  with  thee  of  the  elders  of  Israel ;  and  thy 
rod  wherewith  thou  smotest  the  river,  take  in 
thine  hand  and  go.  Behold,  I  will  stand  before 
thee  there  upon  the  rock  in  Horeb,  and  thou  shalt 
smite  the  rock,  and  there  shall  come  water  out 
of  it,  that  the  people  may  drink."  And  Moses 
did  so  in  the  sight  of  the  elders  of  Israel.  Thus 
did  God  open  streams  in  the  desert — he  clave 
the  hard  rocks  in  the  wilderness,  and  gave 
them  drink  thereof,  as  it  had  been  out  of  the 
great  depth — he  brought  waters  out  of  the 
strong  rock,  so  that  it  gushed  out  like  rivers: 
and  this  he  did  although  his  people  had  sinned 
against  him,  and  provoked  the  Most  High  in  the 
wilderness.. 
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The  Law  given  from  Mount  SlnaL 


Exodus  xix.  10. 


New  the  children  of  Israel  encamped  before 
Mount  Sinai.  Then  God  desired  that  the  people 
would  put  away  all  their  usual  employments,  and 
spend  the  next  two  days  in  preparing  to  appear 
before  him.  And  on  the  third  day  Moses  brought 
forth  the  people  out  of  the  camp  to  meet  with  God  ; 
and  Mount  Sinai  was  altogether  on  a  smoke ;  because 
the  Lord  descended  upon  it  in  fire,  and  the  whole 
mount  quaked  greatly.  And  when  the  voice  of  the 
trumpet  sounded  long,  and  waxed  louder  and  louder, 
Moses  spake,  and  God  answered  him  by  a  voice. 
And  the  Lord  called  Moses  up  to  the  top  of  the 
mount.  Then  Moses  went  up  and  heard  God  him- 
self speak  the  Ten  Commandments  which  we  have 
in  the  twentieth  Chapter  of  Exodu*. 
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^he  Israelites  worshipping  the  golden  calf. 


Exodus  xxxii.  !• 


I  Now  Moses  was  forty  days  and  forty  nights  in  thd 
mount  with  God ;  and  the  people  had  began  to 
ponder  what  had  become  of  him,  and  to  be  tired  of 
Waiting  and  looking  for  his  return.  Although  the 
ijlory  of  the  Lord  still  rested  on  the  mount,  and  the 
presence  of  the  Lord  was  clearly  there,  they  pre- 
tended to  think  that  God  and  Moses  had  left  them, 
Imd  they  said  one  to  another,  "  Let  us  hk  ho  us 
gods  which  shall  go  before  us."  And  they  made 
jfchem  a  golden  calf,  and  said,  "  These  be  thy  gods, 
0  Israel,  which  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt."  And  they  worshipped  the  golden  calf  which 
they  had  set  up,  although  God  had  positively  for- 
bidden them  to  make  any  graven  image  to  worship, 
or  the  likeness  of  any  thing  in  heaven  above,  or  in 
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the  earth  beneath,  or  in  the  water  under  the  earth. 
But  so  evil  were  their  hearts,  so  ready  to  wander 
from  God,  so  quick  to  forget  his  mercies,  that 
having  been  left  only  for  a  few  short  days  to  them- 
selves, they  set  up  a  golden  calf  to  worship.  And  , 
the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "  Go*,  get  thee  down  ; 
for  thy  people  have  corrupted  themselves :  they 
have  turned  aside  quickly  out  of  the  way  which 
I  commanded  them ;  they  have  made  them  a 
molten  calf,  and  have  worshipped  it :  let  me 
alone  that  my  wrath  may  consume  them,  and  I 
will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation."  But  Moses 
loved  the  people  of  Israel ;  and  lie  prayed  ear- 
nestly for  them,  unto  the  Lord  his  God.  And 
the  Lord  who  is  abundant  in  mercy,  graciously 
heard  his  prayer;  so  as  not  to  destroy  them 
altogether  in  a  moment.  And  Moses  went  down 
from  the  mount,  and  as  soon  as  he  came  nigh 
unto  the  camp,  he  saw  the  calf,  and  the  dancing  ; 
and  his  anger  waxed  hot,  and  he  cast  the  tables 
out  of  his  hands,  and  break  them  beneath  the 
mount.  And  he  took  the  calf  which  they  had 
made,  and  burnt  it  in  the  fire,  and  ground  it  to 
powder,  and  strewed  it  upon  the  water,  and  made 
them  drink  of  it.  And  he  stood  in  the  gate  of  the 
camp,  and  said,  ""Who  is  on  the  Lord's  side  ?  let  him 
come  unto  me."  And  all  the  sons  of  Levi  gathered  . 
themselves  together  unto  him.  Then  Moses,  by 
the  command  of  God,  desired  the  sons  of  Levi  to 
take  their  swords  and  go  in  amongst  the  people, 
and  kill  them  :  and  they  did  so  ;  and  there  fell  of 
the  people  that  day  about  three  thousand.  And  tO( 
the  rest  of  the  people  Moses  said,  "Ye  have  sinned, 
a  great  sin  ;  and  now  will  I  go  up  unto  the  Lord ; 
peradventure  I  shall  make  an  atonement  for  youf 
Kin." 


Nadab  and  Ablhu  barnt  by  Are. 


Leviticus  x.  1. 
Nadab  and  Abihu,  tlie  sons  of  Aaron,  took  either 
Of  tliem  his  censer,  and  put  fire  therein,  and  put 
incense  thereon,  and  offered  strange  fire  before  the 
Lord,  which  he  commanded  them  not.  And  there 
went  out  fire  from  the  Lord,  and  devoured  them, 
and  they  died  before  the  Lord.  Then  Moses  said 
unto  Aaron,  "  This  is  it  that  the  Lord  spake,  savin*, 
1  will  be  sanctified  in  them  that  come  nigh  me  and 
before  all  the  people  I  will  be  glorified"  And 
Aaron  held  his  peace.  And  Moses  called  Mishael 
and  Rlznphan.  the  sons  of  Uzziel,  the  uncle  of  Aaron, 
and  saul  unto  them,  «  Carry  your  brethren  from  be- 
fore  the  sanctuary  out  of  the  camp."  So  they 
carried  them,  as  Moses  had  said  ;  And  Moses  said 
unto  Aaron,  and  unto  his  sons,  «  Uncover  not  your 
heads,  neither  rend  your  clothes,  lest  ye  die." 
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The  Spies  return  from  surveying  Canaan. 


Numbers  xiii.  1. 


The  children  of  Israel  were  thus  wonderfully 
led  by  the  Lord  throughout  all  their  journeys, 
until  they  arrived  safely  on  the  borders  of  the  land 
of  Canaan.  There  God  desired  Moses,  to  send  men 
to  search  the  land  of  Canaan.  And  Moses  sent 
twelve  men,  one  man  from  each  of  the  tribes  or 
families  of  Israel,  and  said  unto  them,  "Go,  see 
the  land  what  it  is,  and  the  people  that  dwell  there- 
in, whether  they  be  strong  or  weak,  few  or  many  ; 
and  what  the  land  is  that  they  dwell  in,  whether  it 
be  good  or  bad.  And  be  ye  of  good  courage,  and 
bring  of  the  fruit  of  the  land.,,  Now  the  time  was 
the  time  of  the  first  ripe  grapes,  So  they  went  up 
and  searched  the  land  ;  and  they  came  to  a  brook 
or  valley,  afterward  called  EshcoL   And  so  beauti- 
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ful  were  the  fruits  they  found  in  this  fertile  valley 
of  Eshcol,  that  they  cut  down  there  a  bunch  of 
grapes  so  large  that  two  men  were  obliged  to 

jearry  it  between  them  on  a  stick :  they  took  also 
of  the  pomegranates  and  the  figs.  After  forty 
days  spent  in  searching  the  land,  they  went  Lack 
to  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  all  the  people,  and 
shewed  them  the  fruit  of  the  land  ;  and  they  told 

1  them  that  such  were  the  fruits  of  the  land  of 
Canaan,  and  that  it  was  certainly  a  land  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey ;  but  in  other  respects  these 

|  men  gave  a  very  evil  account  of  the  land  itself,  and 
a  very  frightful  one  of  the  people  that  dwelt  there, 

I  whom  they  called  giants  ;  saying,  "  That  by  the  side 

;  of  them  they  seemed  to  themselves  as  grasshoppers." 

)  But  two  of  the  children  of  Israel,  named  Caleb 

jand  Joshua,  who  were  of  the  twelve  who  had 
been  sent  into  the  land,  declared  unto  all  the  people 
that  what  the  others  had  told  them  was  not  true. 
But  the  people  would  not  listen  to  Caleb  and  Joshua, 
nor  believe  what  they  said ;  for  their  hearts  were 
exceedingly  perverse  towards  God.  And  the  anger 
of  the  Lord  was  exceeding  great  against  the  children 
of  Israel ;  and  because  they  had  acted  in  this  wicked 
manner,  God  said  they  should  not  see  the  land  which 
he  had  promised  them  ;  no,  not  one  of  them  should 
enter  that  land,  excepting  his  servants  Caleb  and 
Joshua  ;  but  that  the  rest  of  the  people  should  die  in 
the  wilderness,  and  that  their  children  should  wander 
there,  until  all  those  who  had  now  and  so  often 
before  sinned  against  the  Lord  had  died  and  were 
buried.  Then  God  said  to  this  wicked  people, 
"  Turn  you,  and  get  you  into  the  wilderness,  by  the 
way  of  the  Red  Sea."  Now  Moses  told  these  say- 
ings to  the  people  of  Israel,  and  they  murmured 
greatly. 
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He  that  violated  the  Sabbath  is  stoned. 


Numbers  xv.  32. 
On  one  occasion  some  of  the  children  of  Israel 
found  a  man  gathering  sticks  upon  the  sabbath  day. 
And  they  put  him  in  ward,  because  it  had  not  been 
declared  what  should  be  done  to  him.  And  the  Lord 
said  unto  Moses,  "  The  man  shall  be  surely  put  to 
death:  all  the  congregation  shall  stone  him  with 
stones  without  the  camp."  And  all  the  congrega- 
tion brought  him  without  the  camp,  and  stoned  him 
with  stones,  and  he  died ;  as  the  Lord  commanded 
Moses.  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying, 
"Bid  them  make  fringes  in  the  border  of  their 
garments,  throughout  their  generations,  and  put 
upon  the  fringe  of  the  borders  a  ribband  of  blue ; 
that  they  may  remember,  and  do  all  my  command- 
ments, and  be  holy  unto  their  God  " 


Numbers  xvi,  1 , 
Now  Korali,  Dathan,  and  Abiram,  took  men  j 
.d  they  rose  up  before  Moses,  with  certain  of  the 

I^ildren  of  Israel,  two  hundred  and  fifty  princes  of 
|9  assembly.  And  they  gathered  themselves  to- 
cher against  Moses  and  Asron,  and  said  unto 
3m,  "  Ye  take  too  mucu  upon  you,  seeing  all  the 
agregation  are  holy,  every  one  of  them,  and  the 
rd  is  among  them  ;  wherefore  then  lift  ye  up 
|urseive3  above  the  congregation  of  the  Lord  ?  " 
id  when  Moses  heard  it,  he  fell  upon  his  face ; 
ji  he  spake  unto  Korah,  and  all  his  .company, 
nng,  "  Even  to-morrow,  the  Lord  will  shew  who 
!  his,  and  who  is  holy;  and  will  cause  him  to 
ne  near  unto  him.  This  do  ;  take  you  censer^ 
rah  and  all  his  company  ;  and  put  fire  therein* 
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and  put  incense  in  them  before  the  Lord  to-morrow, 

and  it  shall  be,  that  the  man  whom  the  Lord  doth 
choose,  he  shall  be  holy."  And  they  took  every  man 
his  censer,  and  put  fire  in  them,  and  laid  incense 
thereon,  and  stood  in  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  j 
of  the  congregation  with  Moses  and  Aaron.  And 
Korah  gathered  all  the  congregation  against  them, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  all  the 
congregation.    And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses  and 
unto  Aaron,  saying,  44  Separate  yourielves  from 
among  this  congregation,  that  I  may  consume  them, 
in  a  moment."    But  Moses  and  Aaron  fell  upon 
their  faces,  and  entreated  the  Lord  to  spare  the 
congregation.    And  the  Lord  commanded  Moses 
to  speak  unto  them,  and  say,  "  Get  you  up  from  i 
about  the  tabernacle  of  Korah,  Dathan,  and 
Abiram."    So  Moses  spake  these  words  unto  them, 
and  they  obeyed  him,  and  departed  from  the  taber jj 
nacle  of  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram,    Then  Moses 
said  unto  them,  4  4  If  these  men  die  the  common  death 
of  all  men,  then  the  Lord  hath  not  sent  me  ;  but 
if  the  Lord  open  the  mouth  of  the  earth,  and 
swallow  them  up,  and  all  that  pertaineth  unto  them, 
then  ye  shall  know  that  these  men  have  provoked 
the  Lord."    And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  had  made 
an  end  of  speaking  these  words,  that  the  ground 
clave  asunder  under  them  ;  and  the  earth  opened 
her  mouth,  and  swallowed  them  up,  and  their  houses, 
and  all  the  men  that  appertained  unto  Korah. 
And  there  came  out  fire  from  the  Lord  and  con- 
sumed  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  that  offered  , 
incense.    Then  the  congregation  murmured  again*  j 
Moses,  saying,  44  Ye  have  killed  the  people  of  the , 
Lord. "    And  the  Lord  was  angry  with  the  children  a 
of  Israel,  and  smote  them  with  a  plague ;  which.  ( 
however,  was  stayed  by  the  intercession  of  Aaron.  f 
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The  Brazen  Serpent. 


Numbers  xxi.  6. 


The  children  of  Israel  being  obliged  to  take  a 
longer  journey  than  they  expected  before  they  were 
permitted  to  enter  the  promised  land,  murmured 
against  the  Lord  and  against  Moses.  Then  the 
Lord  in  his  anger  sent  fiery  serpents  among  the 
people,  which  bit  them  ;  and  much  people  of  Israel 
died.  And  Moses  prayed  for  the  people.  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  Moses,  "  Make  thee  a  fiery  serpent, 
and  set  it  upon  a  pole  ;  and  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
that  every  one  that  is  bitten,  when  he  looketh  upon 
it,  shall  live. "  And  Moses  made  a  serpent  of  brass, 
and  put  it  upon  a  pole,  and  it  came  to  pass,  that  if 
a  serpent  had  bitten  any  man,  when  he  beheld  the 
serpent  of  brass,  he  lived.  The  children  of  Israel 
continued  their  journey  towards  the  promised  land ; 
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none  of  them,  however,  who  had  left  the  land  of 
Egypt,  save  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  and  Caleb  the 
son  of  Jephunneh,  were  permitted  to  enter  it,  for 
having  sinned  so  often  against  the  Lord.  Even 
Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  though  permitted 
to  see  it  from  the  top  of  Mount  Nebo,  was  not  per- 
mitted to  enter ;  but  died  in  the  land  of  Moab, 
when  he  was  an  hundred  and  twenty  years  of  age. 
And  the  children  of  Israel  wept  for  Moses  thirty 
days. 


